Women & the Mourner’s Kaddish

Section 1 — The nature of the Mourner’s Kaddish

Format of the standard Kaddish (as per Ashkenazi custom) — Unshaded is the Half Kaddish,
lightly shaded are the extra portions to make up the full Kaddish, within the double lines the part
then left out of the mourners Kaddish and the Kaddish D’Rabbanan and more darkly shaded are
the further portions for the Kaddish D’rabbanan

1. Glorified and sanctified be His great name in the world X727 XnPy2 .RX27 AW wWIpn?) 2730

which he has created according to His will. May he 119202 ,ANI9R TR ANV
establish his kingdom in your lifetime and in your days,  X2ya %% n°2 927 021 1320
and in the lifetime of the entire house of Israel, speedily AR MNP TR
and soon, and say Amen.
May His great name be blessed forever, and to all MRV D2YY 72N K3 AW XD
eternity. RMOY
Blessed and praised, glorified and exalted, extolled and , OniINM, ReNN, napY, T1an?
honoured, adored and lauded be the name of the Holy ,29007 ,7%y0% ,17a07) LRI
One, blessed be He, RIT T2 RYTRT ARy
beyond all the blessings and hymns, praises and RDIAWN, RNPY RNII2 92 11 RPYH
consolations that are ever spoken in the world, and say AR MR, KNPV 1NRT, RDOAON
Amen.
May the prayers and supplications of the whole house of 32 927 1inMwal 1inniE Sapnn
Israel be accepted by their Father who is in heaven; and R X2 07 1R o7R PRI
say Amen. TR
Upon Israel, and upon our teachers, and upon their o) 1P TN9R DY 1327 O PRI v
students, and all the students of their students, and for IRR 92 93 1 TR%n TR 92
all those who study Torah, here and everywhere, 770 RYOTR RINDRI °7 RDMIRD PPOYT
DX 0N 222 °7)
May they and you have abundant peace, favour, RT0M) RIT K2 RRPW 71073 7379 R
kindness, compassion, lon life, ample sustenance and X391 °0°17 22903 PR 700 1RO
salvation from their Father who is in heaven, and say TMAR) RYIN RWAT 13M2R 272 10
Amen. Bfahs
May there be abundant peace from heaven, and life, for WRY DM KDY T2 X2 INPY R
us and for all Israel; and say Amen. TR 1R, PRI 92 99
He who creates peace in his celestial heights, may he ooy alpye R Ypitna iy Ay
create peace for us and all Israel; and say, Amen! 220 22w 92 By 2R 92 vy vy
BIALRRAbY
2. Aruch Hashulchan Orech Chaim siman 55 (Yechiel 73 %0 297 IR R Y
Michel Epstein 1829-1908, Lithuania)
Si’if 4: Originally, they only said seven kaddishim every YW PO IAR KD DOATRI 1T OV
day: 017 902 DWW
e three in Shachrit: One after “yishtabach”; the
second after tachanun and the third after “uva TR TR MW VDY e
I’tzion golel”; ,1I0N NR W " mane”

" DRI 71D XY NN Cwhwm



e two in Mincha: one after “ashrei” and the second SR MR IR TN DI e

after tachanun; and 0N R 1w
e two in Ma’ariv: On before the shmonei esrei and AW TP NN P27V DU e
the second after the shmonei esrei, WY AN MR W 7Y
on account of “seven times in a day shall you be praised” (1P1) "PN9on ora yaw" ow Y
(Rokeach) [R' Elazar ben Yehudah c1165-1230 Worms] 9221177 ,AWYIW 7Y 19°017 72 XY
And after that they added three, these are in each service WTR PO .. 9V AnRD 7200
after aleinu. ... And they established the kaddish after NoW 2N 21on" " NNy
alenu because of the orphans who were not able to pray WY, TIRER 2355 HoenaY Yoo
before the amud [ie lead the service], and they call this xR avaY. 'ans weTR' e
“the Orphan Kaddish”. And on a day of the reading of NR™IP R WP T AN
the Torah there is another kaddish after the reading of the DY .DW TP OPR PR NN
Torah. And more there is no place for kaddishim. And 20 W NR TR TV 197017 A7 20
with all this they added a further one after the shir shel yom 711 23X ,0°2777 2N°7 *301 O
because of the many orphans but more than this G-d forbid LK) iy pariniyita
that they should add ...
Rema in Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah siman 376, si’if 4 (R’ W A VT T T TN
Moshe Isserles b 22 February 1530d. 11 May 1572 Krackow) 7 Yo
Rema: ... And the mourners say kaddish even on Shabbat and 25X w>7p IR D29IRT ...77A7
on Yom Tov ... but it is not customary [for them] to pray [ie W RD PaR ... v" nawa
lead the services] on Shabbat and Yom Tov (and so in the X177 12) ©" nawa HHonnb
responsa of the Maharil) even though there is no prohibition in PRY °9 9y AR ("7 nwna
the matter, but on weekdays one who knows how to pray [ie M ,20 NI’ DaR 1272 MON
lead services] should pray as this is more meritorious than the 259% N 99500 Hoonnb yTrw
Orphan Kaddish which was not instituted except for minors ROR IPNI RS DI WITPN
... And it is customary that they only say kaddish and [lead the] DR PRY AT, .. ;2oImph
prayer for 11 months, so that they should not make out their 75 ,0°WTn K" P A0 WO
fathers or mothers to be wicked people, because the judgement % ,DOYWN DRI DTN WYY KO
of'a wicked person is 12 months ... ... w7 2" YW vawn
Responsa Maharil Hachadashot siman 28 (R’ Ya 'akiv ben 72§20 TR B 't
Moshe Levi Moellin b. Mainz, Germany, ca. 1360 d. Worms in
1427)

The great of the generation was asked ... the reason why it is XIP1 707 DYV LLLTT DT DR
called the Orphan Kaddish. And why minors say this kaddish 7T DOAIR 22IUPR YY) .0 WP

since it is a d’var shebekadusha [/it. a matter in which there is JWITPAW 127 RIT DRI WOIRN
holiness|

... and the orphans who say this [say if] because they are not TRY 257 IR 2WIRY 2N,
able to say barachu until they reach majority [barmitzvah], WY1 "R ROKR 1572 M7 2O
and anyone who is not obligated in a matter is not able to IR D272 277 WRW 1 97,77
exempt others from their obligation and all of these other SWOTR 191,102 0T DOINR RN

kaddishim the rabbis enacted but this kaddish is not a matter WP AR 101 13277 RNIPD RAYYT
in which there is an obligation hence minors are able to say it~ 1213° 79%°7 X7 7272w 727 W2 77
... and the reason also it seems to me that even the adults are 5"1971 RAYD ORIAY .LIMIRD 2I0R
very particular about the Orphan Kaddish more than the other W7 7P 51 >79p 91727 "ORT

kaddishim and barachu despite that this kaddish is an addition DIWH 15721 "WTR IRWH [AN]
and is not an obligation, that they hold that it does more to 9207 ,71237 K?1 N0 N T WIIPT
create benefit for their parents by those who come after them. Q7R MY MR DY 7aYT

And in my opinion, one cannot agree with them on this, but DINY 20N NYT PRI .O2INRIND
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the opposite, greater is the mitzvah that one does [on being VWY MR 21T 720TRT 712
commanded than one which one does when one is not [0 LR RS P TR

commanded] [Kiddushin 31a] ...

5. Masechet Kala Rabati perek 2 [one of the small tractates of 5 %n27 795 No®R NIV NMNJON

the Talmud]"

=

Halacha 9: ... It was asked is it possible to atone for the sin of 7V 1921 X177 ROVK.... ¥ 7257

fathers or not? Come and here, when Rabbi Akiva went out to 91 R2PY "7 vaw R0 ,K? )

X MR

a certain place he found a certain man who was carrying a great X723 R1T72 MOWKR ,RINKR XITI?
burden on his shoulders and he was not able to progress with it K91 ,7°0N2 9¥ 727 KW 7 M7

and he was crying out and groaning and he [Rabbi Akiva] said MY MM L7027 nob

Xn A

to him, “what did you do?”, and he said to him “there was not R ,T"N7°2W >R 2 KR ,7IRNA
a sin that I left and did not do when I was in this world, and now X172V RDT XRNMOXR RIpaw K7 71

there is appointed over me officers, and they do not leave me TV KRR WYY ,RAPY RITT2
to rest”. And Rabbi Akiva said to him “Did you leave a son?”,  ,MR7 7 Ppaw X721 ,77000 MY
and he said to him, “By your life, do not delay me, for the fear TR ,X72 NPAW R2PY' 7 00 R
of the angels who will strike me with fiery lashes and they will R17°1177 ,7°°0wn X927 702 Y
say to me why do you not come quickly” and he said to him ,XT117 07192 22 AT IRINN

“Say to me what will give you rest”, and he said to him “Tleft 97K ,°792 °n°n &Y SXNR 9 PR
a wife pregnant”, and Rabbi Akiva went and came to a certain 72 AR NN RPT 72 °9 KR 72
city and said to them, “Is the wife of so-and-so here?” and they ' 9IR ,XN12Y7M RNNK NP
said to him, “His memory should be uprooted and his bones 177 TR ,XN1"7A R>7772 PR RPY
should be ground”. He said to them, “why?” They said to him TP 12 1R LR R*I7DT 7NN
”He was a bandit, and he ate people, and he caused distress to 177 MR, NINEY POIW RITIT DT

the creation and not only this, but he had relations with a 77 DO X377 72 10

X ,ORDR

engaged maiden on Yom Kippur.” And he went to his house 7 X?1,Xn*92 qw¥m) ,WIR 7oK

and found his wife that she was pregnant, and he waited until Q2 T0TINYD 771 DY RAW RO
she gave birth and he went and took him [the son] and when he ~ nnXR MOWR 7°0°2% IR ,0°71957
was grown, he stood him in the synagogue to bless in the OIR ,RT?2T 7Y 17701 ,8N7291

congregation. And after time Rabbi Akiva went to this certain RNWID *22 0PI 973 9372 ,71°%0n
place, and he found him there and said to him you can rest your R2PY 1 IR 1417 ,897P2 991720
mind because you have created rest for mine. 709 R LT TINOR LRINR RITI0

LNYT DR DRIAw 70YT MmN

6. Mesechet Sofrim perek 19 Halacha 9 [another of the small %> P99 239910 NOOR N1IVP NINXON
tractates of the Talmud)] v obn
... [Shlomo HaMelech saw] the strength of deeds of kindness, ,0°7017 "2 2w 1D bW aRA,...
and built for Yisrael two gates [in the Temple], one for grooms 71X ,2° YW 1w HRIW°? 077 712
and one for mourners and outcasts. On the Sabbaths there ,0°711771 ©99°aR? TR 22N
were assembled the dwellers of Jerusalem, and they went up ,D22WI 2w PPYIAPNN 1T MNAw3
to the temple mount, and they sat between these two gates in 1Y P2 AW ,N°27 72 7PN
order to do deeds of kindness to this one and to this one. And 19 22701 21AAR 70,1970 DY
from when the Temple was destroyed they instituted that the PN WIPH NP2 27NWn LT
grooms and the mourners should come to the synagogue, in 2% o°Ra °HaRM QNI YW
order that they should do deeds of kindness to this one and to ,AT21 12 @070 9139 975,013
this one, the grooms to be praised and to be escorted to their ,07°N2% 1291 109P° 21NN
houses, and the mourners, for after the chazzan finished the 772°50 T INNW MR ,209°AR

! Note that this story appears in a number of forms in different places, including Pirkei de-R. Eliezer Zuta 17 (at the end) ;

Zohar Chadash Ruth 84c and amongst the Rishonim Or Zarua Shabbat 11, Rabbeinu Bachaye Devarim 21:8, the Vitry
Machzor on the section for Motze Shabbat etc



prayer of musaf, he went behind the door of the synagogue, or
the corner of the gathering, and found there the mourners and
all the relatives, and said on them a blessing, and after that he
said kaddish. And they did not say it merely on standing
alone, rather on the learning and on the preaching.

One reciter or many?

7. Biur Halacha siman 132 si’if 1 (Rabbi Yisrael Meir ha-Kohen
Kagan January 26, 1838 — September 15, 1933, Radin, Poland)
... there are five divisions in saying kaddish and these are: a son
who is in his week of mourning; a son who is in his 30 days of

mourning; a son who is in his 12 months; the day of stopping [the

last day before he stops saying kaddish] and the yortzeit. And
there is to each a value of its own. [followed by around five
pages of details on who gets priority when there is a clash]

Shut Chatam Sofer Chelek 1 (Orech Chaim) siman 159
(Moses Schreiber 1762—1839, Pressburg now Bratslavia)
... that which I saw in the Ya’avetz [Rav Ya’akov Emden]
that when he comes in the siddur to the kaddish after aleinu
he writes: ”’I do not want to bother myself with the laws of
kaddish that the Achronim initiated because the custom of
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IPRW 2N 199V MRY WOTP 1700
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the Sephardim is more pleasant that all of them say it at one ,'R QYD IR O*INIR O72W 277907

time, and indeed this is a kosher custom, and many doing a

DWWV 0227 RIT WD XTI IR0

mitzvah is better than individuals”. And I [the Chatam Sofer] M2R ¥ 7M1 D71 99Ty XN

wonder on [this that] our fathers had Torah as an inheritance

... 07N W72 70T 00 WK

... and how can we suspect them of spoiling and distorting ST MNP PRPYRPY aMR TR TR
the way. ...and we find that our customs are beautiful in 177K OR 72,370 7197 117371 R¥AI ...

their strength, because if many say it at one time only one of
them that says kaddish will cause this and the others are just

X7X 07937 PR »'' DX N22 7200
WY1 TR WOTR MAINGT 001 TN

helpers that are not really achieving anything and if so each MV TR 3 3" WnHn 12 PR YIOn

one will rush so he is first to make the congregation answer
after him and not after his neighbour ...

Aruch HaShulchan Yoreh Deah siman 376 Si’if 16 (Yechiel
Michel Epstein 1829-1908, Lithuania)

In the laws of dividing up the kaddishim and who is first there
are customs ... and now all of them say kaddish so there is
no division amongst them ... /details old customs]
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Section 2 - Those against women saying Kaddish

8.

8A

It will cause minhagim [customs] to be weakened

Shut Chavvet Yair Siman 222 (Yair Chaim ben Moses
Samson Bachrach 1638 — 1702, Worms)

A question: a strange matter happened in Amsterdam and
was made famous there. A man died without a son and he
commanded before his death that ten men should learn every
day for twelve months in his house, for pay, and after the
learning his daughter should say kaddish. (See Shut R’S
midina chelek orech chaim siman 6) and the wise men of the
congregation and the leaders did not protest her so doing.
And perhaps there is no basis to reject the matter because
also a woman is commanded on Kiddush Hashem
[sanctification of the name] also when there is a minyan of
males which are called the children of Israel® and even if the
story of Rabbi Akiva which is the sources of orphans saying
kaddish occurred with a male child, there is in any event a
logic that also for a daughter there is a reason and a pleasure
for the soul because she is his seed. In any event, there is
to be concerned that by means of this there will be a
weakening of the strength of the customs of the children
of Israel which are also Torah and that each one will
build an altar for himself according to his reasoning, and
the words of the rabbis will being seen as a matter of
derision and jest and they will come to turn/derogate in it,
and so wrote Tosphot in perek ain omdein [Brochot 34a] on
one who comes to bow down at the end of each of the
blessings® and to answer and don’t say it is different there
because this is a decree of the Sages and is recorded in the
gemora because it can be answered that all the more so this
which is not recorded in the gemora and in any event, it
comes from the midrash and from the customs of Israel
[which] are Torah and it is necessary to strengthen [them] as
is explained in the gemora Yevamot 36b and in many places
that on this the Sages made a strengthening to their words
more than for the Torah. And even though it was only said
there [in Brachot] that we teach from this not to bow and it
does not say [to] protest and even when something is
repugnant like [the saying of] “shema, shema” [Brachot
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2 The reference here is to the obligation to let oneself be killed rather than publically violate the Torah, which is
learnt out (in Sanhedrin 74b) from Vayikra 22:32 “and I shall be sanctified amongst the children of Israel”, with
the definition of publically being defined there as 10 Jews.

3 The discussion there is about a person who tries to bow after every bracha of the Shmone Esrei, and the
gemora says that one must teach them only to bow four times, and Tosphot there (as amended by the Bach)
states “and if you say, if he bows, what of it? it is answered that it should not come to uproot the words of the
chachamim that they should not say that each one is stringent as he wants and that there is no decree of the
chachamim (ie to bow even four times) and further we are concerned about the appearance of arrogance
[yehura].



33b]* it was not said [to protest], and it seems to me that if 73 17 ORI 1IN DR

so the Rambam would not have recorded it, in any event, it 2"17 IR XY VAW vawa 1M
can be answered that it 1s different there, that it was done to n"n 0"anaI 107 K2 DY
oneself, and they will not learn from it but it is only that he AT T°AYT anm IR 9"
is considered to be a haughty spirit like Tosphot writes in AWM P 1N 1T R
truth and this reason also applies here. And thus in this case nnRA '0INT W"Rd MmN 07
where there is a gathering and publicity it is necessary to WO AT NTI2 1977 1" ave?
protest. AMIAN? W 010791 15°0R

Yalkut Yosef Bikur Cholim v’Avelut siman 30 —laws  m%axy 2% 2322 oM wIpy
of kaddish (R’ Yitzhak Yosef b. January 16, 1952 TSR WTR OT - D 1D
Sephardi Chief Rabbi of Israel and the son of Rav

Ovadia Yosef)

21 One who dies and leaves after him only daughters, P71 1IN I WO N KD
even if they are adults, for sure there is no permission to SRTI2,MPITA 17 19DR N2
say kaddish, also in their houses, like where they have Ox ,WOTR M7 MR JRY
gathered there ten men to learn. Rather they should hire 7195 oW D°H0KRNAWD ,0Nn°22
another that he should say the kaddish. And even if the TR PIOW ROR ,DOWIR WY
father writes in his will for the daughter that she should AR OR ARY WOTRT DR DR
say after him kaddish, because he doesn’t have a son, we PR MKW IN27 IRNY 2N
do not listen to him, and if she wants to say kaddish X7 ,12% PRW D02, w0TR
there is to protest, and there is to be stringent in this WP W17 %10 OXY 1 vawn
and specifically in this time that the Reformers are T2 PRATY WO 72 M W
conducting themselves with customs foreign to the QORMDIT T It ¥ID2
spirit of modesty and there is to stand in the breach 19 NINT OATIR TN
so as not to conduct ourselves like their customs in RYW PaD2 TIRYY WU myoIsn
any manner [21]. (R2.7°3w 212 2ATIRD MY
21) that a daughter should not say kaddish on her father 2¥ WP M2 N27 PRY (KD
even amongst her family and so is written in the 7NABWA 12 27P2 AR 77N
response of the Chavvot Yair (siman 222) ... 12°0) TR N1 N"Ww2 2n0 1

...

Kol Isha

Mateh Ephraim laws of the Orphan Kaddish shar 4 YW 2INS WOTP SI0T QDR U

letter 8 (Ephraim Zalman Margolis, 1762-1828 Brody 7N
Ukraine)

(8) one who does not have sons only a daughter and TIXY,N2 P 201217 PRY O (1)
commands before his death that ten [men] shall learn in P22 TWY 17RO INTLD 2197
his house for pay and after the learning the daughter N2 MKRN TINA R 07OWw2
shall say kaddish, we do not listen to him, and it is mnn w02 vaw? PR,
necessary to protest so that they do not do this. And PRY 9w 9221 .10 MWY? Ko
even more so that they not allow that she says the ,7T75N D WITR IBRNW I
kaddish of prayer, and even if she is unmarried it is HomY .70R 93D RO AR 19N
forbidden. And even more so for a married woman IR TR WOR DR PR
G-d forbid that her voice should be heard by the P2 ,WTR NYMRRA 20N TR

4 Where the gemora concludes that while in some cases of repetition, where it appears like one is accepting two
deities, we do silence him, but in others, although it is disgraceful, we do not silence him

~6~



9B.

9C.

multitude in the saying of kaddish, whether in the
synagogue or in a minyan. Rather if she wants to give
merit to her father, she should be careful at all times of
prayer whether in the synagogue or in a minyan to
incline her ear in the saying of the kaddishim and in
answering amen with desirable intention. And know
that the thoughts are considered to her as if she said and
she fulfils the command of her father.

Elef L’Mateh (by the same author as above
commenting on the main text)

... And even though there is not in this “the voice of
a woman is ervah [a sexual excitement] [Brachot 24a]
as can be seem in Orech Chaim siman 75 and in Even
HaEzer siman 21 see there and in the Magen Avraham
and the Shach, in any event, it is close as she will try
to prettify her voice and we say 'if women sing and
men respond it is licentiousness [Sotah 48a] ... it is
worthy and proper that every respectable woman
who fears G-d, whether married or single, not make
her voice heard where there is a man, only her lips
should move but her voice should not be heard at all,
lest the man who hears be brought to improper
thoughts because improper thoughts of a sin are
harder than the sin for she has to guard lest she be a
stumbling block for people.

Yalkut Yosef Bikur Cholim v’avelut siman 30 — laws
of kaddish note 21 (R’ Yitzhak Yosef b. 1952 Sephardi
Chief Rabbi of Israel and the son of Rav Ovadia Yosef)
...... but behold regarding the issue of the voice of a
woman is ervah there is no prohibition in this as it says
in Megilla (23) all can be called up and included in the
seven [for aliyot to the torah] even a minor and even a
woman. And it is clear in the Rishonim that in the time
of the gemara every one read the aliyah for which they
were called up to the sefer Torah and therefore why did
they say in the gemara that a woman does not go up to
the Torah, because of the honour of the congregation, let
them say a greater prohibition, because of the voice of a
woman is ervah? That behold it is forbidden to read
from the Torah without the ta’amim [notes] therefore for
sure that all that is not by way of song there is not in it
the voice of a woman is ervah. And all the more so for
the matter of saying kaddish that we do not sing like
reading the Torah. ...
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10.

11.

They will think that she can count in a minyan

Yahel Yisrael siman 90 (Yisrael Meir Lau b.1937,
Poland, Ashkenazi chief rabbi of Israel, 1993-2003)
quoting the Mishnat Benyamin in the Sde Chemed
(Chaim Chizkiya HaLevi Medini 1833-1885) Marechet
Aveilut siman 160 (note this does not appear in my
edition of the Sde Chemed)

And in the Sde Chemed (Marechet Avelut siman 160) he

writes that a situation came to hand and he wrote to forbid

because of the responsa of the Mishnat Benyamin who
holds to forbid because they are likely to mistake and to
think that it is possible to add women to a minyan, and in
any case it is likely that it will come to a desecration of
G-d’s name.

A woman might say kaddish in the midst of prayer

Shut Torah Lishma (Rabbi Joseph Chaim ben Elijah
al-Chakam - the Ben Ish Chai Baghdad, ca. 1835-1909)
Response: 1 will not be long in this but it is necessary
to protest because there is in this the concern that a
stumbling block will come and it will be learned
from this that she will say kaddish also in prayer
where kaddish is an obligation so as to exempt the
men who hear and there is no proof from what is
written in relation to commandments dependent on time
like sukkah and lulav where there is no concern that
they will make a mistake in this because men also fulfil
each one sukkah for themselves and lulav for
themselves and even shofar where there is the concept
that one blows and exempts the other we are not
concerned lest they mistake and do so that a woman will
blow and will exempt others because indeed you do not
see a woman blowing for herself rather she listens only
and in the listening there is no issue of joining that they
will mistake in what they see her join in with the men in
the listening and think that she has a connection to this
commandment in order to exempt others also but here in
connection with kaddish where it is necessary to join
behold one who sees her say kaddish will think that she
is completing the ten also and is joining with them and
if so they will think that she has a connection to kaddish
and is able to exempt men also for the kaddish which is
an obligation in prayer. And there is also to be
concerned since she wants to say kaddish for her father
that she will enter in front of the mechitza and say
kaddish of prayer also and thus it is necessary to protest.
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12.

13.

If she says it in the women’s section she is not in the
presence of a minyan

Inter alia, Yahel Yisrael siman 90 Women saying
Kaddish (Rav Yisrael Meir Lau b.1937 Pietrikow, Poland,
Ashkenazi chief rabbi of the state of Israel, 1993 -2003)
But it is hard to permit according to his [Rav Yosef Eliyahu
Henkin’s see section 3] words, because behold in the
Shulchan Aruch siman 55) it is made clear that we do not
say kaddish with less than ten men, and if so, there is no
minyan of ten men for her kaddish, and we do not say that
she is added to the minyan that is in the synagogue because
it is written in the Aruch Hashulchan (there siman 20) that
since to the women’s section there is a complete partition
[mechitza] it is considered like two domains and we do not
add [from there] to complete the minyan and if so she is
saying kaddish when there is no minyan.

Sons are the physical form and extension of their
fathers

Responsa Mishpatei Uziel Tanina vol. 1, no. 13 (Ben
Zion Meir Chai Uziel, b. Jerusalem 1880, d. 1953.
Sephardi Chief Rabbi 1939-1953)

... And the explanation of these things is that the son
is a continuation of the human form of the father in
his deeds, and in his words, and in matters of his place
in the midst of the community. And he gives merit to
his father in the world of the spirit, and this is the world
of eternity which is against the revealed, and like in the
midst of the cloud, in this world. And this is the
foundation of his holiness in his world as it is written “G-
d is awesome from his holy places” (Tehilim 68:36) and
like Chazal learn out don’t say from his holy places, but
by his holy ones. And it is possible to include in this
from his holy places, as if to say from the holy places in
which your name is recognised you are made awesome
and sanctified. And our prayers in the saying of kaddish
“yitgadal viyitgadash shmay raba” is intended to sanctify
the name of Hashem may he be blessed, and to elevate it
in his world and his creations by means of Yisrael
sanctifying his name in the synagogues and study houses
and in the acts of commandment that are done in the
community which in them the holiness is more
recognisable, as it is said, I will be sanctified in the midst
of the children of Yisrael (Vaikra 22:32) and from this
our rabbis learn that there is no holiness except with ten,
because ten advances the divine presence and it comes.
And this is the foundation of the kaddish itself, and this
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14.

is also the reason that we say kaddish by way of his
sons, because they are the continuation of his form
and his actions and operate to fill his place in the
congregation of holy ones of the holy people.

And from this matter it can be understood that this
cannot be fulfilled except by way of sons that are
added to the congregation of Israel, and not by way of
daughters, and thus they should not say kaddish in the
community.

Women should not be in the synagogue

Eg Teshuva Me-ahava (B’Shut Orech Chaim chelek 2
siman 229 letter 10) (Rabbi Eleazar ben David Fleckeles
b. 1754-1826 Prague)

...But I saw in the holy congregation of Prague a lovely
custom from the early days that in the courtyard of the
synagogue kluzin there that old men and old women blind
and the lame from shachrit until the evening and they said

all day the book of tehillim and they were accustomed that

one who had not left after him sons but minor daughters
aged five or six years and they would say there kaddish.
But in the synagogue which is set aside for prayer I
have not seen like this ever and it is not correct that a
woman should come at all, a minor or adult to the
house of prayer of the men which according to the
Zohar and the true wise men a woman in the house of
G-d is like standing up an idol there and what
difference is it if it is a minor or an adult and do not
bring that which they do those men who bring their minor
daughters to synagogue because just like there is a
commandment to say words [of rebuke] that will be
accepted [so too there is a commandment for a person not
to say words of rebuke that will not be accepted Yevamot
65b]
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Section 3: The halfway house - Kaddish in the home but not in the Synagogue

15. Be'er Heitev Orech Chaim siman 132 letter 5 (while 7 °'0 2P 1290 U N2

the Be’er Heitev was authored by a number of people,
the portion on Orech Chaim is by Yehudah ben Shimon
Ashkenazi 1730-1770 of Germany)

... Grandsons are able to say kaddish but the other WP Y2 2°712° 0012 11,
mourners say two kaddishim and they say one and there ~ 2°w°7p '2 191K 092K WY IR
is no distinction if they are from the father or the mother anm ar Pm PRI IR WP am
and in the responsa of the Knesset Yechezkel he writes NDID N2WN2I ORI 11 ART N
that it is specifically the son of the son but the son of the 92X 7277 72 RPITT 200 DRPT

daughter does not say kaddish and even more so for the w2y WP MR XD N2 12
daughter there is not for her kaddish at all in the 2''122 Y90 2R 7R PN nab
synagogue and if they want to make for her a minyan PR 79 PWYY 29%11 2N
there is permission to do so. .27°2 N

16. Shut Shvut Ya’akov (Rabbi Jacob ben Joseph Reischer 2 phr 2Py naw N
bca. 1670 Prague, d.1733) bR tAR
... There came to ask me here that one man died and he TN PNORWA w1 X2 D"V...
only had two daughters the youngest was two and a half 3317 71777 R?Y TR WOR 091
and the oldest of them was four and when he was sick he 721727 NP N2 DY DX
commanded on me to give him permission that his older D°IW Y2IX N2 X7 173w
daughter would say kaddish and not in the synagogue at 17 JNRW IR MY P NYY
all, and now comes the father of the deceased [who wants] TRRN 721737 N2 7707
to say kaddish on his son in the synagogue with the rest of X2 7n¥1 995 2"722 X9 WP
the mourners on their fathers and mothers ... [long 2Y WP M2 0511 DY 1AR
discussion on whether and when a father can say kaddish 9y 0°9°aR IRW 0¥ 2"1122 12
snipped] R IR
... and in any event in order to appease the mind of the nyT 0072 >75 DpPn 2on...
dead G-d forbid who does not have sons etc [it is 0°12 K72 09w on 0NN
permitted for other relatives to say kaddish], but in the 925w 13°197W 712 PR "1
case which is before us that he already left a daughter who ~ n°22 w7p namIRW N2 17
says kaddish in the house by a minyan (because in the TR ORT12 2""1122 °D) 1731 DEN
synagogue for sure he did not to leave her to say kaddish (93 WP Mm% 177 1R
at all) if so there is already appeasement of the mind in .2 NYT 01D 17 w0 120 "R
this. W 17195077 17V 03T IR
And it seems that even in the matter of prayer there is to PXX N°22 1 59907 PaARY
the father to pray only in the house by the minyan at DR WP N2 NRY P
which the daughter says kaddish but for the rest of the 0777 PR DOWTP MY5N IRWA
prayer and the kaddishim there is not to them merit, it o"1 Mot
seems to me.

17. Aseh Lecha Rav chelek 5 siman 33 (Rav Hayim 35 3290 77 P an TR ey
David HaLevi 1924/5-1998, was Sephardic chief
rabbis of Tel Aviv, student of Rav Uzziel)
...But as I have said certainly not in the synagogue N°22 ROW ORT INRI N ...
according to what I have written above also in the Qw2 o3 °YY 112n0w *531 NDIST
name of the poskim that permit. And the reason is VIR aYNM .07 NN 2°P01aT
simple in the extreme that we should not come to 5272 PIBYY 1900 KPR N2
engage in matters of holiness and in a holy place in ST WNTR QPR TRNTR
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18.

a form or manner in a way which is likely to cause
thoughts of sin even of the lightest kind. And in the
synagogue are found all kinds of people as can be
understood by itself.

And for this reason, I did not permit in this case for
a daughter to say kaddish in the cemetery because
also there are found many people and this is not the
path of modesty. And even in the house I did not
permit except amongst a minyan made up of the
family circle alone. And not in the time when the
multitude come to pray as a congregation as is
customary in houses of mourning. Because even in
this there is the possibility like in the synagogue and
a mitzvah cannot come through a sin.

Chazon Ovadiah Aveilut Chelek Rishon amud 256
(Rav Ovadiah Yosef September 24, 1920 — October 7,
2013, Jerusalem)

8. One who dies and does not leave afterhim male
children, that will say kaddish, but he has a daughter,
the daughter is not able to say kaddish in the
synagogue, and only if they gather a minyan in her
house to learn Torah or Tehillim, the daughter is able
to say kaddish after this ...

8) ... and they want to say kaddish in a minyan that
they have gathered in their houses to pray, it seems
that there is to permit them to say kaddish in their
houses, but not in the synagogue, and like the Shvut
Ya’akov writes ... [then quotes others including the
Chavvot Yair] ... I say that the essence is to be
lenient, ..., that in any event in her house it is fine
that she says kaddish after they learn Torah, ...
and that which the Rav Torat Lishmah writes, that
there is to be concerned that she will say the
kaddish in prayer to exempt men from their
obligation. I say that there is no concern for this,
that it is not to us to decree new decrees from our
minds. That since she does not say kaddish in the
synagogue, but after learning Torah in her house
the matter is distinguished and there is to be
lenient ...
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Section 4 - Those who permit women to say Kaddish even in the Synagogue

19. Sefer Teshuvot Ibra (New York: Ezrat Torah, DR LT %0 R925K nIawen
1989), "the saying of kaddish by an orphan girl " TRINY 9T DY W
no. 4, p. 6. (Rav Yosef Eliyahu Henkin 1881 — 1973,

America)

[5724 =1964] 7"own
And we come to the question of the reciting of kaddish ~ .n2% w>7p Sw nyxan 1v% X2
by a daughter. And if the daughter comes to pray in narwa Y9onav K1an N ax
the woman’s section and she has kosher deeds in DNRNTRPR TWYR PRWIN 2
the sanctity of Shabbat, kashrut, purity and DIPOIRY 7YY MWD ,naw
modesty, because all of these are the fundamentals, 1 YIEnm ampy an t'ow
and she grabs to say also kaddish before the women AT 2OWIT S192 WOTR 23
at the time they say kaddish in the synagogue of the bw ©''15:7932 WOTR 2IMINY
men, it is possible that there is no concern. But if RTIDP PRY WER ,DMWING
she comes to the synagogue of the men even in modest WX Hw 1"27°2% X1an OX 22K
clothes and even more so in the clothes of America W' MY W72 179D
which are the opposite of the holiness which is the 9°7 QAW APOIAR W92
fundamental of separation from licentiousness and NPIVTA WD TRV TR
against which there are warnings regarding voice and TRIMY 2P ONW AR
appearance and immodest dress, and all this is the 79 RATIMD 2OWANT M
opposite of the holiness which is there, and from this WX RT ATL,0"W AN
will bring pain to the deceased and it is not called AXY 975 M 77 X 0003
[pleasantness of] spirit at all, and even though all this ~ %2& ,1"27°2% ynn 03 MoK 1""5W
is forbidden also outside the synagogue, but in the TINRT X227 X7 15002
synagogue which is the last bastion which its guarding TWITR? MPN NINI N
gives hope to the holiness in general, but in destroying ,)2 WP 102 PaR LHhoa
the holiness in it all will be lost G-d forbid. And WIPY WY "M A" 7aR o0
Hashem help you to sanctify and to be sanctified with SR 95 Qv wIpna

all of Israel.

[5707 = 1947] m"wn
In relation to kaddish whether a girl is permitted RS 9120 7Y aR W T
to say kaddish in the synagogue, behold the 5772 1927 125 77, 1o weTp
achronim have already spoken on this, and for SPITHYAW 3737 17152, 200NN
all this I recall that in my youth a girl said DOWINT 109 WOTP VI TINN
kaddish before the men in the congregation of YT). 2RI 2ITeR Bw ahapa
Chassidim and fearers. And know that even the O, D WIRT 2w WP AW 12"nd

kaddish of men, if they are not suitable to be prayer 12 popo? w° y"w N2 0°IX1 DR
leader there is much to ask on this since all who say 2% WOTP MINT 93 7AW, 1207

kaddish in the congregation are in the place of the AT RTW TR 7Y PR pYa R0
prayer leader and the shatz needs to be suitable. 2275 WP 1AV PR T
And for all this they established the matter of 57 WITRIT RPYTORR PITOR, AT
kaddish as an appropriate matter as it is known 2712 IR TRbYR 7207 2wl
that were it not for kaddish many would refrain 3"'2:92% 2982 17 RYY, 7hen
from teaching prayer to their sons and would not Qo3"pnn WOTR a2 2IN2wD)
come to synagogue. When they come because of , STIWST INWS 23 MTTD vYR
kaddish they also come a bit closer to Judaism DR 23 NINTY PR KD T 2YUR
the rest of the year and for this reason itself one NIATPNT 2T TR 1O - MY
should not rebuff the girls either since it fosters TIRYNW MINT 2INRY - M
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closeness to Judaism — so long as we see that they
stand behind the mechitza and pray there and
also there they say kaddish and if they push and
enter in front of the mechitza at the time of kaddish
since probably also others say kaddish according to
the custom now that the many say kaddish we
should not worry about this. In the time of the
achronim who discussed this the custom was that
one person would say kaddish, and if so, it was
not for a girl to stand before the ark and say
kaddish because this was the way of the early
ones that a person saying kaddish would say it
before the ark and indeed it is not proper for a
girl to go before the ark in the place of the
prayer leader to say kaddish alone. But now
that everybody says in his place and there are
many who say it you should not push away with
two hands and I have already written that it is
correct that she should stand behind the mechitza.

Shut Bnei Banim Chelek 3 Siman 27 note pp97-98
(Rav Yehuda Hertzl Henkin 1945-2020, Jerusalem
grandson of Rav Yosef Eliyahu Henkin)

Note: In Responsa Chavot Yair he judged on a
daughter who said kaddish before a minyan of men
in her house, and there and all of the great ones of
the achronim who wrote that a woman should not
say kaddish in the synagogue were going according
to the custom in Ashkenaz that one said the orphan
kaddish alone and not many together and so is the
custom to this day in Switzerland and in other
places, but in most of the Ashkenazi synagogues
they have accepted the custom that the many say
kaddish as together and according to this the
matter has changed and only the generations have
not paid attention to the change, and there are
further changes that the generations have not paid
attention to like the custom that on the night of
Shabbat the mourners wait outside the synagogue until
after lecha dodi and when they enter they say to them
“Hamakom yenachem etchem” etc which is according
to the custom in Europe to accept Shabbat while it is
still day and see in the Aruch Hashulchan Orech
Chaim siman 267 and thus when they have not
accepted Shabbat it is still weekday and now today in
many synagogues they accept Shabbat late and
Shabbat has already entered with sundown and it is not
dependent on their acceptance and already it is
permitted to the mourners to pray with the
congregation and one should not say to them
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Hamakom yenachem etchem etc because the mourners
have been consoled by Shabbat and so is written in the
book Shmirat Shabbat K’hilchata chelek 2 amud 318
hara 94 in the name of the Grashz”a zI [Rav Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach].

And one Rav disputed whether in the time of the
Chavot Yair given that his books were printed in the
year 5459 [=1699] there still was found the custom in
the congregations of Ashkenaz that only one said
kaddish and he cited the Kitzer Shulchan Aruch siman
26 si’if 18 that when there are many mourners etc the
custom is in many places to say 2 or 3 together. And I
responded to him that in the books of the poskim
before two hundred years and more they went at length
into the laws of who took precedence in the kaddishim
and we did not find one who wrote that one is able to
say kaddish together, see in the responsa Shevet
Ya’akov (year 5449 [=1689]) chelek 2 siman 93, and
Teshvua Me’ahava (5475[=1715]) siman 229 and the
Knesset Yechezkel (5492[=1732]) at the end of chelek
Yoreh Deah, and even the Mateh Ephraim
(5595[=1835]) in the laws of the Orphan Kaddish shar
2 did not record this custom but it is only mentioned in
the Aleph L’Magen there and this commentary is later
than the year 5668 [=1908]. And in the Responsa of
the Binyan Zion chelek 1 at the end of siman 122 in
the response from the year 5614 [=1854] he writes
regarding the custom to say kaddish together that he
has not heard and not seen this in all the boundaries of
Ashkenaz and Poland even in one congregation that
they are so accustomed except those who have
accustomed themselves to the preachers of new things
which the customs of Yisrael did not consider. And so
see in the Responsa of the Chatam Sofer chelek Orech
Chaim siman 309 (from the year 5560 [=1800]) and in
this matter I push away the custom of the Sephardim in
this. And this book the Kitzer Shulchan Aruch was
published in Hungry in the year 5624 [=1864] and see
there the Pitchei Teshuva Yoreh Deah siman 366 si’if
katan 6 in the name of the Responsa Divrei Igeret and
likewise which is from the year 5674 [=1914], and in
any event in the days of the Chavot Yair who lived a
hundred years earlier than this it was not heard of.

And the Rav I referred to further questioned given that
it was the custom of the Sephardim to say kaddish
together and even so in the Sde Chemed Marechet
Avelut klal 160 he concluded that a daughter should
not say kaddish and so forbids other poskim from the
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21.

Edot HaMizrach. However, in many of the
synagogues of the Sephardim there is not a
women’s section at all because it was not the
custom for the women to go to the synagogue on the
Sabbaths and so I have seen in Beit Shein that when a
woman or two came to the synagogue she stood in the
men’s section at the back or at the side and see in Bnei
Banim chelek 1 siman 4, and in this situation indeed it
is not for her to say kaddish in front of the men and it
is possible that the Sde Chemed is dealing with this
and in the Responsa Torah Lishma siman 27 and in
Aseh Lecha Rav chelek 5 they speak explicitly
regarding a woman who says kaddish in the men’s
section. And those that say kaddish in the women’s
section behind the mechitza at the same time that the
men say kaddish, in my opinion there is no concern in
this and see Bnei Banim chelek 2 there.

... And from here there is to rule that a female
mourner in the women’s section if she is regularly
saying kaddish together with the mourners like I
have said, and one day it should happen that there
are no [male] mourners, that she is able to say
kaddish by her self since this is only by
happenstance.
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Equality Lost [also by Rav Yehuda Herzl Henkin] Urim Publications 1999

Chapter 5 p43: [footnotes have been omitted]
“I discuss this objection [regarding the women’s section being a separate domain]
at length in my Responsa Bnei Banim 1l no 7. Following the views of the
rishonim in Eiruvin (72a) and elsewhere, the great majority of women’s sections
today are, for the purposes of a quorum, extensions of the men’s section: ie nine
men in the men’s section and one man behind the mechitzah in the women’s
section would constitute a minyan. There are two rationales for this: 1) In the
absence of a floor-to-ceiling partition or separating wall which is rare today, the
common roof unites the two into the one room, following the opinion of the
Hagahot HaSemak, Or Zarua, R. Yehonatan and others; and 2) the women’s
section is functionally subordinate (beteilah, nigreret) to the men’s section
(Ramban, Rashba, Shulchan Aruch).
A woman saying kaddish behind the mechitzah when there are ten men in the
men’s section, therefore, is indeed saying kaddish with a minyan. This explains,
as well, the permission given by many authorities for a woman to recite birkat
hagomel in the women’s section, with the men in the men’s section answering,
even though birkat hagomel also requires the presence of a minyan.
p45
2) the objection that listening to her may violate the prohibition of kol be’ishah
(Mateh Efraim, Elef laMateh) and that her presence would be immodest and
distract the men (Aseh Lecha Rav and others). When she recites kaddish
simultaneously with the men the principle “trei kali lo mishtamei”, two voices are
not heard at once, applies, and if she is inaudible there is of course no kol isha to
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22,

23.

start with. Nor is there immodesty or visual distraction when she remains behind

the mechitza.

Shut B’mareh Habezek (Rav Shaul Yisraeli
1909-1995, Israel, student of Rav A Y Kook)
Teshuva 13:

We can find many reasons for the obligation of a
mourner in kaddish:

1. by way of his saying his great name is
sanctified in the worlds and by means of
this the deceased’s sins are atoned for as
it relieves him from punishment and even
elevates the deceased from level to level
in gan eden.

2. there is in kaddish an acceptance of
judgment. That he accepts the judgment
of the king of heaven. That all of his
judgments are true and right.

And these reasons would apply also to a
woman. And thus there is place to permit a
woman to say kaddish. But the achronim
agree that there is no permission for a woman
to say kaddish in the synagogue. And there
are those who permit a woman to say kaddish
in her home, but the majority of the poskim
disagree with this opinion and forbid due to
the weakening of the customs.

In our case, if the wife will say kaddish
with a regular voice in the women’s section
there is place to permit. And there is not
in this any weakening of customs. But
with all this it is appropriate to note that if
there is the possibility it is simpler that this
woman pay a man to say kaddish.

[footnote 7 ... and thus it seems that in the
women’s section there is not in this a
weakening of the customs even according
to the Chavvot Yair]|
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Iggerot Moshe Orech Chaim chelek S siman 14 TR 7WR MR N
(published posthumously) (Rav Moshe Feinstein 1895 2 320 17 Phm avn
— 1986, New York, USA)

[regarding whether a mechitza is needed where there W MM 92 M.
are only one or two women] ... Throughout the NoDI51 N7 DNV
generations the common custom was for a poor woman WA D227 1Y AWK
to be in the study hall to receive charity, or as a mourner 793R N LIPTE AP0
to recite Kaddish. ... Rv7ak (riniallp)
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24. Other incidents of women saying Kaddish as collected by Joel B
Wolowelsky, “Women and Kaddish” Judaism Summer 1995
“Coincidentally, checking around, I came across a number of people who
remember such incidents from Europe, including my father (in my grandfather's
minyan-he was the rav in the town).
Indeed, many people remember such occurrences. For example, Rabbi Pinchos
Zelig Prag, gabbai of the Mir Minyan (the famous Brooklyn shul the core of
whose members are former students of the Mirrer Yeshiva who came to America
after the Second World War by way of Shanghai), told me that one of the
congregants, Rabbi Moshe Maaruch, who was born and raised in Vilna and who
studied at the Mirrer Yeshiva recalled that when his cousin died leaving an adult
daughter and no sons, Rabbi Hayyim Ozer Grozinsky had allowed her to say
Kaddish daily in the synagogue, another recalled that the Hafetz Hayyim had
similarly ruled.
Prof. Yaffa Eliach relates similar occurrences in her study of Eisheshok. Tsipora
Hutner Kravitz, wife of Rabbi Yosef Kravitz, recalled to Dr. Eliach that in 1935,
when she was 14 years old, her brothers were out of town when her father, Rabbi
Naftali Menahem Hutner, the dayan of the town, died. She said Kaddish at the
graveside and continued to say Kaddish in both the town's New Bet Midrash and
Shtibel until her brother returned. She recalled that at the same time Gitel
Gordon, then 18 years old, said Kaddish in the Shtibel. Another townsman
recalled that when the girls said Kaddish, they wore a beret and stood in the
men's section in the first row to the right of the amud”

25. Rav Joseph Ber (Yosef Dov, Yoshe Ber) Soloveitchik [1903-1993, America] (as
cited by Joel B Wolowelsky, “Women and Kaddish” Judaism Summer 1995/Women
Jewish law and Modernity pp88-90)

“Almost a quarter of a century ago, when the issue came up in a chapter of Yavneh,
the National Religious Jewish Students Association, I asked one of the Yavneh
student leaders who was then learning with the Rav, Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik,
to put the question to him. Rabbi Ezra Bick (now at Yeshivat Har Etzion) wrote
back: I spoke to the Rav about the question you asked concerning a girl saying
Kaddish. He told me that he remembered being in Vilna at the "Gaon's Kloiz" --
which wasn't one of your modem Orthodox shuls -- and a woman came into the
back (there was no ezrat nashim [ladies section]) and said Kaddish after ma'ariv.

I asked him whether it would make a difference if someone was saying Kaddish
along with her or not, and he replied that he could see no objections in either case --
it's perfectly all right."

Rabbi Soloveitchik also insisted on the woman staying in the women's section. Men
[sic] at the time | had asked Rabbi Gerald J. Blidstein (then a faculty advisor to
Yavneh and now at Ben Gurion University about the issue, he wrote to me:

The Kaddish matter is as follows. I was asked about the question last year, and
looking into it, could find no reason beyond general policy, for forbidding it.

I spoke to Aharon Lichtenstein [then Rosh Kollel at Yeshiva University and now
Rosh Yeshivat Har Etzion], who had the same reaction and said he would ask the
Rav [Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, his father-in-law], which he did when I was on
the other end of the phone. [Rav Lichtenstein] put the question to him, and then was
directed to ask me whether the girl was stationed in the ezrat nashim. I, of course,
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answered in the affirmative, and the Rav then said that of course she could say
Kaddish.”

26. Od Yisrael Yosef Beni Chai siman 32 (Rav 2957 57 912 [EY BRI 7Y

Aaron Soloveichik 1917- 2001, America)

... And see in the responsa Chavot Yair in
teshuva 242 that he writes that if there is to the
deceased no son but only a daughter and the
daughter is married, then the husband needs to
say kaddish. And if the daughter is not married
then essentially in law the daughter is permitted
to say kaddish but she should not do so because
by means of this will come a weakening of the
customs of Israel and since it is public it is
necessary to protest. But it seems to me that
nowadays, when many men and women from
Lisrael are fighting for equality for women to
men in connection with aliyot for women, if so,
if Charedi rabbis prevent a woman from
saying Kaddish when there is a possibility for
allowing it, it will strengthen the influence of
Conservative and Reform rabbis. It is
therefore forbidden to prevent a daughter
from saying Kaddish.
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